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ile! by Nath, Bacon, ans ot 
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_ The butkſliders 3n bear: ſhe be filled with his oxy was | 
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, A PrEFACE 


Or truth of' this * 

Hiftone enſuing , \ 

K 2 belides eircun.-” 
+ ſtances of place, : 
[ perſon, time, oc" 
| calion, {0 ex:(Hly obſtryzd 2 * 
| I refer my ſelf t& the Rela 
; tion of thoſ: Corll y mor, who \ 
| in ſeveral Languiges have ma-- 
{ niftcſted tothe world the ſeve-': 


; ral paſſages thereof ': - and als - 
F though 1 am not ignorant, 

{ thatat the firff they were not © 
| onely not credited, bur alſo 
| Gilcredited 2nd Qanderet, by 
{ach as found 'them tor be i) 


? : 
T0, > 
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Bhac ro the Koa Protefiion, - 


yet they lot not their luſtre. 


thereby, butbeing acquitted 
by many Compurgatory of ſer 
veral Nations,and fome of the 


Romith Religion, beg all of 
he EN this Trage- 


dy. it occaſioned not only a fur: 
ther maniſeſtation & cenfirmay 
tian of thetruth,but alſo alarge 
and more frequent confluence, 
£0 ſee that whick they had for-. 
merly only heard of.”'Tbis prre- 
ly appeareth out of the ſurc- 
cecding Story : but more fuily 
oat ef aa Apoligte written by. 
Vergerizs Baſhop of Juſtinople, 
who was eccuſed for diſperftog 


the fame of his example to 


the Rain of Popery, in which 
_ Apdlopieto N. Rottan. Suffras 


gan of Pidva, t hortly and. 
plainly d «clared, what was 
fa1l, what was doges and who 
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'F A Preface, 
, | were preſent» If that it bee 
re | demanded; what moved me to 
. | compile this Treatiſe - Spire, 

tell them that it ſhould teagh 
je | fearagnd reverence,and tudeed 


among allthoſe that come to 
ſeehim, few or none zeturas 
pe» | unſhaken Pergerivs in his farft 
n Epiſtle faith : I would fain 
© | go fee him again,but I exceed. 
7, | 1ngly fear and tremble 5 and 
_ an 4 Apology ſaith, it is ſuch 
a rare example, as I would 
willingly go to the furtheft. 
parts of whe world to hear or 
{ce the like. The Ladie Jene - 
to her Fathers Chaplain ( that 
bad fallea into $pire's fin ) 
faith, Remember the limentas 
' bleefliteof Spire, 7! acknows 
ledg that there hath been fore 
merly a Book publiſhed in our. 
Mother tongue , concerning 
__ thisſubje@, Toe as far as1 can: 
4% TY learn. 


tt hoe FR ne RE 3 . + Mos Th. 58 Be oe 
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"A Prefer, © 


learn (for I couldnever yer ob: 


tam any of them ) it was no-« | 


thing ſo large and various as 


ehis preſeut Trariſe, andas I | 


have heard, a tranflation of 
onely one of the Tractites 


from whence I have gathered' | 


this prefent diſcourſe ip part, 
Concerning my care and fides 
litte 1n this bufineſfle, it is fach, 
as 1 may truly: fay with- 
out changing of colour, that 
there is not one ſentence: 
of all this- Work attributed 
Ffanto the per ior, of Ipira 2. 
'but it hath irs Variant, ei. 
ther fromthe Emiiles of Yer- 
gerias and © 71banidut, Profef: 
fors of the Law at Pays, or 
from the diſcourſes of Hery 
(Srringer 2 Sci Ila may; Sigiſe 
mmnd Gelons a Tink tan an, 
and Mart. Boeha a i3:vins of: 
By#/; neither have I raken zny 


f 


oetaeri' | 


Ls 


—_— ad 


a 


m—_— mg” ay 


\ WE 


A Preface. 


a ta... ore. et 


other libertie then as a relation © 


to weave the forefaid Diſ- 


 eourſes one within another, ſo 


as thoſe which under ſeveral 
Writers were before counted 


|| ſeveral, are now by my in» 


deayours reduced into one in- 
tire Hiſtorie, connexed by 
due facoefllon of time and oc» 
eafion , as puinQually as could 


| beeimed at, by the circum- 


Rances noted in the Writings 
of thoſc holy and learned men 
before named. | 


L3 


| Author) 
T; ed & oof this Bifterie- 


Reader 


Ome fecattered paticels of this Story lay i 
fn Forraign Papers; which hadft not found a w 


Thus to collef, = bad pyatrfern the day. 


Rexdes weuld'ft fee how finning agaicft the light, 
wil! quench,and lezve the ſou! in a {ad night | 
Of difcontents.Come bith et Reeder then, look here 

And lcern light quenclirzg fins to fear. 


Reader weu!d ſt ſec the comfort breathing Spirie 
To gricve, V hat carſciefle grief it doth dewerit ? 
Come hither then, look here. 


Here fee a ſob] tFat's all ceſpair 3 A men - 


All Kell, 4 ſpvir all one wornd © who can of of 
gi A wonudcd fpi: it hear? © 


Bcko! 


% 
- 


— — NI =] 
P'fim bach creaed Heds Oh,in each part 
Whar flames a 


? 


es all ftings,vords ſwords, brimfione tw |. 


| Mis Gight flames, wifhes encſou life a death: 
f! A thouſeed deaths livein him, be zet dead, 
I A breething courſe in 'livig-ſcalding lead - 

| | Apt yet he, Jives ou; Menumenrs to tell 
How black are quenched lights ; 
B Quenchr joies are dcuble gy, ; , 

| t Black daies arc double 

il Move taſted Ifift 2 double Hel, 


i 1 bave ell'd thee Reader, pray ſo be, 
! Read this, that others rced got thee. 
; Legas Hiſt rien, 

Ne fies Bliftoria. 


ets chough 
[| dreath 
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X:riordinary Examples 
of giviae Juſice, GOD 
y=ver intended for a 
nine diyes wouder 5 elſe would 
he, when he exemplified Dcts 
wife, have tur:ii£d her 16:0 a 
ſtatue of melting fnow, not 
of laſtir:o ſaitz which Rood, 
as Joſephus tels ur, til his age, 
after the defiridtion of Jerr- 
ſalem3and as ſome Travellers 
rpor:, till at this day :#uf guod- 
dat hominiba preſtaret c: tle 
mentun, quo fapiant wat illnd 
cavedtur exempiuy: Aug. dr 
aLlisss'  *. 16. cap+30. for 
a ſeaſon againſt Sprinn, 4 
preſervative agi!:{it Apoſtacy. 
This Trobeltic, when ireſh and 
new, was the cenyerfion and 
confirmation of ſunzory Wer- 
A hes? 
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thies Yergerins, a dayly {(putta» | | 
tor thereof, forſuking a rich | 
Biſhoprick of Jflinepolis, and 
-tentsof Antichriſt, went to Baſil 
and dyed a worthy ' proteltant: 
many Nations ha d Eye-wits | 
neſles of their ow. Studeats 
then in the Univeriity of Padns | 
Who penned the liviy, the - 
Copies whereot are fr:quently 
C Tevivedz our Engplith ones 
were very defettive , and now 
worn out of ihups 404 hands ; . 
ſundry Manuſcrivts of this ' 
abroad , impert:Qt; which 
moved me.-to co.npare this )a- 
bour of a worthy G::cleman 
( who faithfully tranſlated it 
cu: of Italian, Frenrh 7 oO. 
Letters) with the Latize ot * 
Colins Secundus, Curio, Mitthz: | 
#5 Crib:in'dzs, profeliors of the | 
Eivill Law in Padus - Sigiſe-' 
* _. avend Gelous a Tranſyluanian, 
| Henricus 
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ta» | Hewricus Scotus, all daily vilt- 
rich | tors of Spira, and find itace. 

and | cord with them Touch'zp 

afil | Spira's perſon, Ifhnd moſt . 
nt: | learned Writers do in cline to _ # 
vit= { thenipghtfand hepefull hand 5 
ats | moved by bis ſweet, humble. 
lus | and charitatable ſpeechesſome'; 
the - few defſparaie oats excepted + 
tly rhitfell from himin ſomelittle * 
nes agomes which kept him taſt. 
Ow - ing and watchiig about fix 
55 moneths ſpace, eat.og rcothing 
his” but what was forc ud down his 
ch throat. Theſumme of Calvins 
a-, and Borrnaxs their counſels * is, _ 
an that al] learn tv take heed of Coy 
it backſliding, which Gods ſoul, // the #| 
* |  abhors, and not to dally with" pat 
ot Con ſcience, and hel! noearth, © 

2- | mfjuſtfy incenſed 3 wore to be 

1e| fearedthen the Spaniſh Inquis 

ſ. fition, or all the Strappadoes 

2, aud torments in the world 

us A2 and 


Lg 
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and ro tzke heed of Spira's 
principall Errors : which were, 


todiſpute With Satan over. 


buſilie in time of weakacf;:; 
eſpecially to reaſon, aud con- 
clude from preſent ſenſe, to 
Gods paft Reprobation, and 
fature Damnation - both 
which 1s hard, if poſlible, for 
any man to determine in his 
OWN, Mucn more 1n others ca- 
ſes; ſo commending thee to bis 
'grace, who 1s able to efiabliſh 
thee tothe end: I bid thee 
farewell, and hope well, while 
the ſpace of Gracelaſteth, Du 
 ſpiras, ſpera; ſo mayett thou 
take good and no hurt, by the 
reading of this terrible Exam- 
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RELATION 
of the fearlull e- 


{tate of Francis 
SPIKA, 


A Nehe year, 15.4 


SS SEZ when the glorious 


Q k FI w 
I => $ = = Ken RY 1g : 
> 4 = [S113 C CipEt 
As Sun of the Gi pct 
GD, TS} was but newiy 
SL S rien Europe in 


tl edays of the raign of Fdrarg, 


the Sixth of chit name, King of 


ENGELEAND, in : the 


Territorie, anJ under the 


Juriſdiction of the City of 
-Venice, being the very border 


cf Italy, inthe town of Citt.i4 


A3 Geily, 


4% 


A relation of 4 a feareful 


 Geilaj lived one Francis Spira, * 
2 civih L2wyer, an Advocate | 
of great rank and eſteem, bes | 


mg of known learning , and 
£]oquence, of great experience 
of carrege circomſpect and 
{cvere, his ſpeech grave and 
compoſed, his countenance 


i. ſharp and auſtere, every Way 


g- befitting that authority where- 
” unto he was advanced, endow- 
ed with outward bieffings, of 
wife an1 eleven children, anJ 
wealth in abundance . what 
his worſt parts were, I have no 
Other warrant ther: his own 
words,. which (ifnout ta'nted 
Ove remeh with rhe bitterneſ[> 

ofa deſparate mind, and bears» 
1ng a countenince rather of 
p:{Hon- then of ſober confefſ}- 
on) may ſeem to add a period 
to all {archer commendats.. 


Ons, 
cc 1 


l 
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bes 


nd | 


Ce 


nad 


nd 


re 


—— | 
Try, | 
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_ &« 7was (ſanh he) exceſſrues 
& /y ccoctous of mony, and ac- 
& cordingly 1apphed my ſelf to 
& ger by injuſtice, corrupiing jus 
« (tice by deceit.inventing tricks 
«10 delude juſtice 5 good canjſes 
& 7 cither defended geceirſuliy,or 
« ſold them tothe aaverſary pers: 
; Fdienſiygil/ canſes Twmainteined. 
"with all my mights Iwiltings- 
* ly oppoſed the known truth , 
* nd the truſt commited unto 
'* ve, I either betrayed or pers 
*wverted, Thus having worn 
ut forty four Yeazes 5 cr 
thereabouts , and the-news - 


of the new, or rather newly 


revived Opinions of Luther 
coming into thoſe paits, Tee 
preſented an objett cf novelty 
unto him 5-.who being as des: 
ſirousto know, as he was fa-- 


.mous for knowledge, ſuffered 


not theſe wandrivg opinions to- 
A 4 pale 


| 
wm 


A re; my 2 of 4 fere ut! 
but 1ea1Ch- 
tires, and in- 
to a] booues of Controveriie 
that he conic get , both 61d and 
ncW » and Doo ing more then 
f2me or Oopinon, ke began tO 
tafte thur nature fo wel) ,ac he 
entertainer, Javer, 2g aw: ES 
:hom tt 1s _ nd with ſuch 
zeal, 2s he b+<c: avec] for, 
yea a tcucter of them : fiiſkto 
his Vie, ckiidren, 2nd faint 
TRms. 4 "ON tc his wage Gs, 
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pO "ll O! hong "vo tens 
ging ever to preiis this main 
Points taar 7 ie mult wholly, and 
enely depend on the free andun- 
cadnfcable leve of GOD in the 
death of Chriji»as ibe oxely ſure 
way to [aivaticn:; and this was 
the furzme of 2il his diſcourſe - 
and this centinuec for the f wee 
Q 
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eſtate of francis Spira 


of fix yeares, or thereabouts 
even ſolong as this fire could 
keep It ſelle within private 
walle, but at lenpth, 1t brake 
forth Into publick mecringe. 
ſy as the who'e Province of 
padre dawned by the luſtie 
thereof, The Cler 2y fiading 

the trace of their pardons * 


decay, end their Purgatc.ry to 


Wak ad; began to beftir 
then. lves 3 glcting their «Chi 
"8, firſt, which caluraricns 
afpe:ſlons upoa the whole 
proſctlion 3 then more platuly 
ſtrikir, gat Spiry ith orityous 
acculation, And to oh their 
purpoſe, ſome promiſe Jabou: 
otiers fayour, fume idvice, C- 
thers mairtenznce +4 21 jJavn 
> CIVIGe, £ither his {Oul from 
his body, oz both from Ged. 
Now was John Caſa, the 
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A relation of a fearful 


nice, being by burth a Florens 


tine < and one that wanted nei 


ther malice _apainſt: thoſe cf 
this way ,. nor craftineſle to 
«fic his malicious purpoſes, 
To him theſe men repaic with 
Outecries againſt Spira , that 
he was the man that coadem» 
ned the received rights of the 
Church ;. deluded the Eccle- 
fiaſticall power , and fcanda« 
Iized the policy thereof 5 one 
of no mean rank 3 beinga 


man of accoumt and authority, 


and thereunto learned 1n the 


; 


Scriptures, elegant in ſpeech 5. 


and 1n one word, a dangerous 
Latheran 5 hiviogalſo many 
dileiples, and therefore not to 
be deſpiſed. 

At this began the Legee to 


calt his eye on the terrible ale 


teration that lately had hap- 


ned in Germany 3 Wheere,by the 
INEANS. 


"__ eſtateof Francis Spira 


means of one onely Luther, the 
Romith Religion had ſuffered : 

ſuch a blow, as that it could 
neither be cured by diffi nulas 
tion, nor defended by power : 
but the Clergy muſt either. 
mend their manners, or loſe 
their dignities 3 on the other 
fide, - when he ſaw how pro: 
penſe the commons people, 1r- 
habiting in the. bcrdering . 
Country of Itaziy,- were to ' 
entertain thoſe new optnions, - 
he now thought it no time to - 
caiſpute or perſwade » but with. 
ſpeed repairs to the Sexate, and * 
piocures authority from-the:in + 
to ſend to Spira. 
Spire by this titne had con 
ſidered with himſelf of the - 
nature of his courage, - how 
evident and notorious it was z + 
and therefore ſubject tobe en- - 
vied by ſuch, as reither liked * 
| Eg: - 


A relation of a fearful 


his perſon ner 1chgion 5 he 
precerived thit his opinions 
were neither retired, 1.or ſpe- 
culative, but ſuch as aimed 2t 
the overtiirow of the Romiſh 
Factton, and a charge of po- 
Iicys and that his evemics 
vianted nentber Power nor OC- 
cafton, tocall bum to an account 
in publick. when he mult ct» 
ther Apoſratize, and ſhin tul- 
ly give li toimer ite, y ca h4s 
OWN cOBICIENC?. the ye, or en 
dure the utinoih m2ice Of his 
deadiy ercuics 3 or forl te 


2 his wife , children, tae: 


OOOGES, authority :1ea Hs 
gear Counnty 5 and betike 
Hhim'e if ta ores ga pecrle, 
there to enduze a thouſand 
Miſferie*, that do ccntinus'ty 
wait upon a voluntary exile. 


3 
| — 


Being . 


| eſt aze of Francis Spira, 
being thus diſtracted, and toſ- 
ſed in the rviilefle weves of 
doutt, witkout guide tc truſt 
to or heaven tcfly to for ſuccorz 
on the ſuddain, GOD'S Spirit 
|, «fiſting, he felt a calw, and bes «jt 
gan » © Liſcourſe with himſelfe, . 
wihis manner, 
Why wandreſtthon thus in uncere 
tainiies unhappy mans caſhaws 
fear put on thy ſhield, the ſhield of 
faith, SF here is thy wounded con? 
rage thy gon aneſſe.thy conſtancy 
remember that Chriſis glory lies 
at the ſtake * ſuffer thos without 
fear &* be wil defend thee he wil 
tel thee W hat tbo ſhalt anſwerzhe 
can beat down a'l dingers bring 
thee cut of priſomraiſe thee from 
the dea{iconſider Petr int 1 dune 
_ © geon,the Murtyrs in the fires 1; 
| rhommalcſt 4 grodeonfeſſ on thou 
maiſt indeed go to priſen,or atath 
but an eternall reward in heaven 
TOHMarus 
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rem ins for thee What haſt thou 


in this world comparable to Eter- | 


nal life to everlaſting happineſN 
if thou doeft otherwiſe , think of 
the ſcandal;(common people live 
by example, thinking whatever 
is done is wel done;)fear the loſs 
of peace and j)y, fear hell, death, 
and eternall wrath, or if thy fi:ſh 
be ſo ſtrong, as to cauſe thee to 
doubt of the iſſue fly thy Countrey, 


get thee away, though tiever ſo 
far rather then deny the Lord of 


life. 

Now was $Sþ#re 18 reaſona- 
ble quiet, being reſolved to 
yield to theſe wcighry rea- 
ſons. yet holding it wiſdom 
to examine all things he con- 
ſalts alſo. with fleſh and blood; 
thus the battel doth renew, 
and the fi:fh begins in this 


manner 5 Be well adviſed, fond. 


man, conſider reaſons on botd. 


ſodes 


eſt are of Francis Spira, 


fider,and then j ndge : how canſt 


thou thew overwees thine owe. 
ſufficiency, as thou neither ree 
gardeſt thexamples of thy Progee 
nenitors , wor the Judgement of 
the whole Churchs doſt than wot 
conſtder , what ey this thy 
raſhneſs wil briug thee unto? thou 
ſhalt loſe all thy ſubſtance, gotten - 
with -(p great care and travell, 
thou ſhalt undergo tothe mofl 
exquiſite torments that maliceit 
ſelf can deviſe 5 thou ſhalt bee 


_ eounted an Heretick of all, and 


fo cloſe wp all, thou ſhalt dye 
ſhimefully. What this keſt thou 
of the loathjome ſtinking dun« 
geon, the bloody axe, the bure 
ning fagot & are they delightful # 
Be wiſe at length, and keep thy 
life and honour \ thou mayeſt livs 
do do much good to. good view 8s 
Ged cummands thee; thou 1: ay /t 


be gn ornament to thy Conntreys 
and 


F 
td 
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— andput caſe, the Countries toſſe 
would be of ſmall eſteem with 
thee ; Wilt thou bring thy friends 
alſo into danger theu haſt be. 
gotten children wilt thou now cut 
their throats, and inhumanely 
butcher them, which may 11 Time 
bring honour tc their Country, 
glory to God, help and further- 
ance te his Ghuich 5 go to the 
Legat,weak man, freely confeſſ: 
thy fault, and belp all theje 
mmiferies, Thus did the cares 
of this World anJ the decent- 
fuinelle of riches, choke the 
good Seed that was formerly 
ſown : ſo as fearing hee 
taints, and yelds wito the al- 
lurements of. this preſent 
world, anJ being thus blinded 
hc goes to the Legit at Fenzce, 
and falutes hin with this 
Nnewes, ; 


Having + for theſe divers 


4A. i 28 <8; 
<1 + w 


OY 


ww VYvo' I- 


eſtate Oj F rai;cts SP3aty 
gears entertained cn opinion cons 
cerming {one Articles of faith, 
ccntrary to tone Orthordoxg, and 
rereived Jucdemint of ihe 
Church. and uttered many things 
ogainſs the antherily of ihe 
Church of Rome, and the 
aniverſall Biſhop. I humbly ac= 
knewledg my fault and erronr, 
and my foll yin miſleading others 
1 therefore yeeld wy ſelfe in all 


' ebeaiencedto the Supream Biſhop, 


into the Beſome of the Church of 
Romez mever to depart again 
from the traditions and decrees 
of the holy See*7 am heartly 
ſorry for what is paſt and I hums- 
bly beg pardon for ſogreat an of, 
fence. 

The Legat precetving Spira 
to faint, heperſues him tothe 
utmoſt 3 he caules a re- 
citaton of all his Errors to be - 
drawn in Writing, together 

with 


" Avelanon of 1he fearfnll 


with the Confcfſion annexed 
toit. Andcommandcs pra to 
ſubſcribe his name there , 
which accordizgly he did, 


then the Legate commands | 


him to return to Eis own 


Town + and there to declare | 
this confc{lton of his, and to | 
acknowledge the whole Do. 
Grine of the Church of Rome, | 
to be holy ,. and true, and to |. 
adjure the Opinions of Lether | 
and other ſuch Teachers as 
falſe, and Hereticallz; Mas | 


knows the beginning of ſinne, 
but who bounds the iſſues theres 
of © FSpira having once Joſt 
footing , goes down amain, 
he cannot fſtaynor gain-ſay 
the Legate : but promiſeth to 
accompliſh his whole will and 
pleaſure : he ſoon addreſfſeth 
himſelf for his Journey : and 


beiog onward in the way, he | 


WE thinks +. 


—Y eſtate of Francis Spita. 


think himfelfe of the Jarge 
ipoils he had brought away, 
fom the conflict with the 
Legate 5 what glorious teſtt- 
mony he had given of his 
reat faith, and conſtancy in 
Chriſt's cauſe : and to bee 
plaia how impiouſly he had 
denied Chriſt, and his Goſpel 
at Venice : and what he pro» 


'. miſed todo further in his own 


Countrey 3 and thus partly 
with fear, and partly with 
ſhime being confounded, he 
thought hee heard a voyce 
ſpeaking unto himyin this man+ 
Der, 

Spira, What doſfs thou. here © 
whither goeſt thou £ haſt. thou, 
unhappy man, given thy hand 
writing to the Legate at Venice? 
get ſee thon doeſt not ſeal it in 
thy own Country. Doeſt: thox 


Indeed think eternall life ſo 


HEE AH). 


- 


Pp 


A relation of the feavefull © 


PCUN, Us that thou prejerref 
this preſent life brfore it * dof 
thoa well in ref:rring wife and 

children before Ciriſt © is the 
ring applauſe of the people, bet- 
ier indecd then the glory of god? 


end the poſſi{jzon of thi Woridr| 


£ood more deare tothee, then the 
ſabluation i thine owne ſoul? 
is the ſmall 

time more deſirable then eternall 
wrath is dreadfu!l ? Think with 
thy ſclf, what Chrift emdurcd for 
thy fake; is it not cquall, thou 


Jews ft fuſſer ſomenhat for 


bien Rememnbcr man thit the 


ſufſermgs of this preſent life, are 
not comparable to the glory that 


ſhall be revealed + If thou fuffe. 
reſt with him: thou ſhalt alſo 
raign with him .thoucanſi not 
anſwer for what thou haft elre:dy | 


clone; neve rtheleſſe, the gate of | 
mercy is uot quite ſhut 3 take heed 
that \\. 


uſe of a moment of 
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that thou heap eſt not ſin upon ſire 
leaſt thou repent when it will be 
too late, 

Now was $pira 1na wilder 
neſſle of douvr, not knuwing 
which way to turn him, nor 
what to do > yet being arrt- 


'ved in his own Coiutry, and 


amongſt his friends, what 


he had done 3nd what he had 


further promiſe: to do; and 


' how the terror of God on the 


onefide, and the terror of this 
world on the other fide, did 
rack him ; and 
therefore he deſired of them 
advice in this ſo doubtſull a 
caſe, his friends, upon ſmall 
deliberetion anſwered z that it 
was requiſite he ſhould take 
heed - that he did mot in any 
wiſe betray his wife and chil- 


dren, and all his friends into 


/ danger 


Nd 


——m—— 
— 


- 


| 1.3 A relation of the feavefull 
| danger, ſeeippy far by tommal 
a Matter as the reciting of a 
little Sckedule, which might 

be done in iecfle ſpace then 
helf an hour, he might both 
free imfelf from preſcrit dzne | 
ger, and preſerve many that 
deperd upon bÞim 3 adding 
moreover, that Þ:: conld get 

no credit in relenir;- from 

. that which he Fad 5ireagy in 

F orearelt palt performed bre | 
fore the Legate at YVerice, and 
that in ike perteG accompliſh. | 
ingthereo!, little or no diſcre, 
dite could ariſe, more then 
what bythe former aGtion al- | 
ready he had ſuftained 3 on | 
the other fide, it hedid not | 

| 


x3 


| ow ik 
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perform his promiſe made to 

the Legate, he could neither 

diſcharge himſelfe of the | 

ſhame which he had already | 

incurred 3. nor ayoid farze | 
more \| / 
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more heavy and in ſupportable 
injuries , then probably hee 
ſhould have inj::r-d, it he had 
perſiſted obſtinatetly in.his for- 
mer Opinions. 

This was the Jaſt blow of 
the battiez and gpird uiterly 
overcome, goes to the P:xtor, 
and profers to performe his 
promile made to the Legate 
Who 18 the mean time, Had 
taken order to have all things 
ready, 2nu had ſent the iLftiu- 
ment of abjuratiun fign{d by 
Spira, tothe Pixior, by the 
hinds of a ertain Prieft. All 
that night the miſerable man - 
wares out with reſtle{ſe cares, 
without any minute of reſt, the 
next morning being come , he 


'gets up, and being ready, he 


deſparately enters into the 
publick Congregation , where 


Maſs being finiſhed, in the 


preſence 


A rtelarion of Ihe fear jr! 


elence of friends aud ene- 
mies, andof the whole Afſem- 
bly 3 being by eſtimation near 
two thouſand people; yeaand 
cf Heaven it ſelf, he recttes 
that infamous abjuration: 
word for word as it was writ- 


ten , it beirig done he was file | 


ned at thirty pieces of gold, 
which he preſently paid , five 


wherecf were given 10 the | 


1 


| 


SEE 7 Ee oe Ca a mm=_ x 


Prieft that brought the abjue | 
_ ration, the other twenty five | 


were. imployed towards the,| 
i 
home , roftored to hi- Di;ni- | 


making ofa Shr;zze to put the 
_ Ewchariſt in; then was he ſeat 


ties good?, wite and children y | 


No ſooner was he departed, | 


but he though he heard a dire, 
ful voice ſaying to him ? Thou 


wicked wretch thou haſt denicd | 


me, then haſt renounced the cp* 


verant of thy obedience, thou h KR 


L roken 


i af 
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broken th y vow, hence Apoſtate, 
beer with tbee the [extence of thy 
eternell dammaticn;, hetrems 
bling and _ g1n body and 
minde, fell down in a ſwoundz 
relif was at hand for the bo. 
dy , but from that time for» 
ward he never found any pe-ce 
oreaſe of minde, but continue 
ing in uncellant torments, he 
protefled that he was captiv<d 
under the revenging hand of 
the great God, that he heard 
continually that fearfull ſen« 


' tence of Chriſt that juſt Judge, 


th:t he knew he was utter'y 
und one; that ke cou'd neither 
hope for gracenor Chriſt's tr+ 
tercc{hton with Go. the Father 
17 his behalf :thns was his tau't 
ever heavie on Þþ1; heart, an 
ever his, Judgment be fore his 
Fyes. 
Now begin his friends 

- B ſome 


A relation of the jeat ful 


ſome oft them, to repent ov 
Jate of their raſh counſel} - 
Others not looking fo high as 
'the Jnadgement of God, laid at! 
the blame uponhis Melanchoe 
lick conſtitution; that over- 
ſhidowing his Judgement, 
wrought im him akind of mad- 
nelle 3 every one cenſured as 
His fancy led him, yet for re- 
medy all agreed in this, to uſe 


both the wholeſome help of | 
Phyſitians, and the pious ad- 


vice of Divines, and therefore 


thought 1t meet to convey him. 
to Fadyua, an Univerſity of 


note, where plenty of all manr 
ner of meanes was to be had 
ehis they accordingly did , 
botn with his Wife, Children, 
and whole family ; others allo 
of his friends accompanying 
him and being ariivedat the 


houſe of one Fames Arain , In. 
Cant 'F 
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Saint Leonards Parifh, they ſent 
for three Phyſitians of moſt 
note, who upon due obſerva- 
tion of the efieQs, and of cther 
Symptomes of his diſeaſe, and 
ſome private conference one 
with another, amongſt them- 
ſelves, returned their verdict 
in this manner, viz, That they 
could not diſcern that his bo- 
dy was :filicted with any din» 
ger or diſtemper originally 
from it ſelf, by reaſon of the 


; * overruling of any humour 5; 


but that this Malady of tis 
did arfſe from ſome gricfe, or 
p-ſſ1on of his minde , which 
being over -burdened, did foe 
oppreſs the ſpirits, as they wane 
ting free paſſage, tired up 
many VI humours, whereof 
the body of man iz full : «nd 
theſe aſcending up into the 
braine, tronbled the fancy 
| Þ 2 {hidlowed 


23 
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thadowed the (et of the judge 
ment, and ſo corrupted it . this 
was the ſtate of his diſeaſe, and 
that outwarn patt that was vi- 
:ſible to theeye of nature this 
they indeavoured to reform 
by purgation, ither to con 
-Cume, or at Jeaſt to diver the 
courſe ofthoſe humors from 
the brain, but all their skill ef. 
F:&cd nothing, which Spire 
noting, ſaid: Als poor mar 


— 3... 


huw far wide are you? do you . 
think that this dijcaſe is to he ca | 
ed by potions? believ me there 
mfi be another minnerof medi-' | 
cine, it is neither plaiſters, mor | 


Aaruge, that can help a fainting 
ſoul caſt down with ſenſe of ſin, 
 andihe wrath of Goa, tis oncly 
Chriit thit muſt bee the Phyiti- 
an, and the Goſpel the ſoul Ame 
2id-tes ' 


The Phyſitians eafily be, 


leved 


— | © * eſtate of Francis Spira- 
lived hin after they has un. 
lis | derſtood the whole t-uth of 
id | the matter, and therefore they 
ji. | wiſhed him to fzek ſome ſpi- 
* 1itual comfort. By this time 
n | the fameot this man was ſpred 
n | overall Padza, and the neigbs 
bour Cenatry 5 part!y forihat- 
hee was & man of Eſteeme » 
partly bectuſe as the diſeaſe, 
' fo the eccaſion was eſpecially 
+ remarkeable; for this was not 
done ina gorner,; fo asdayly 
there eame multitudes of all 
ſorts to ſee himz ſome out of' 
curiolity, onely to fee and dif- 
- ,. courſe; ſome out of a pious 
e-] delire to try all means ithet 
, 

4 


— 
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Nnypht reduce him to comfort 
| again 3 or at leaſt to benefit 
themſelves by ſuch a fpeCta: 
cle of miſery, and of the jus 
[tice of God. Amongſt theſe 
oo Paulus Vergerus Piſhop of 
; | B3. Tus -- 


Wl 4 ” 


8 rl tron of a feareful 
Fuſtinopelis, and Matthens Gri- 
banldat, celerve eſpecially to} 
be named as the moſt princi« | 
pall labcurers for this mars | 
comfort. .Thy-find him now | 
about fifty-yeares of age, net- | 


ther affeted with the dotage 
of o'd age, nor with theun- 
conſtant kead-ſtropg pc{ſion cf 
jouthÞ, but inthe ſtrength of 
his experienceand judgement : + 
m2 burning heat, calling ex- : 
c: ſively for drink 5 yet his *- 
und«<1{tanding aftive , quick ' 
of apprehenfion, witty in diſc | 
courſe above his ordinary 
manner, and judictoully op- 
polite 5 hw friendes laboured 
him by all fais means to receive 
ſome nouriſhment, which hes 
obſtinately g:1n-ſaying, they 
forcibly iafuſed forme Ifquid 
ſuſtenance into his mouth , 
moſt of which he ſpit out a-* 
gain. | 


by 
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gainz exceedivgly chafing, and' 
n this fretting mood of his, 


| {aid 3 As its truegthet all things 


worke fer the beſt to thoſe that 
love God, fo to the wicked ail 
re contrary3for wheieas 4 plenn 
tifull off-ſpring 1s the Bl jſing 
0f God, and his reward brixg & 
Hay to the weekeſtave of their a 
ged parents.to me they are a cauſe 
of bitterneſſe ane vexation : they 
ao ſtrive to make me tire oul this 
miſery 1 wenuld fain be at an 
end; Tdeſcrue mot this dealing 
at their hands; oh ! that I were 
gone from hence, that ſome 
bady would bet ont this weary 


Ris friends ſaluted him, and 
azked him, what he conceived 
tobe the cauſe of his diſeaſe 3- 
furthwuh he brake out into s 
lamentable diſcourſe ob the. 


' paſlages formerly related, and 


B 4 that. 


nt 8 relation of a fearejul 
that with ſuch p:fionate Elo. 
cu:!on, that he cauſed many to 
weep, and moſt ro tremble, 
They contrarily , t> comfort 
him, propounded many of 
God's promiſesrecorded 1a the 
Scriptures and many CXams 
p'es of G:4's mercy 5 My fenme 
(fa1d be) 37 greater then the were 
c) of Goa. Nay, n{wered they 
tlie inercy of God 1s. above all 
fin; God would have all men 
tobe ſaved 5 Ir's ire ( quoth 
hee ) hee won!d have all that he 
hath eleFed 1o be ſaved, hee 


would not have damned Repro- 


bates tobe ſaved I am one of 
that number; j hnow i, for I 
willingly and againſt my know« 
ledge denied Chriſt : and 1 feel 
that he hardens, and wil not ſufs 
fer me to-hope. 
Aﬀter ſome filence, one aſ-, 
ked him whether hee did not . 
believe 
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eſtate of Francis Spira 
belxcve that DoCrine to bee 
true, for which hee was accu« 


ſed before the Legate ? he an» 


ſwereds ITelid believe it when TI 
denied it, but now I neither be* 
lieve that, wor the doGrine of 
the Roman Charch : 1 believe no» 
thing, I have no faith, no truſt, 
n0 hope ; Tama Reprobare {the 
Cain or Judar, who cafting away. ' 
a'l hope of mercy, fel into deſp.azr, 
and twy friends doe mee great © 
wrong, that ibry ſuffer me not '0 
goto the place of unbelievers, as I 
juſtly deſerve: 
_ Here they began ſharply to | 
rebuke him; requiring , and 
chitrging him, that tn eny wil. 
he didnot violate the mercy op + 
God; to which hee anſwered ; 
«The mercy of Gad is exceed* 
Ing large, and extends to all 
Cthe eleCt;but not to me, orany 
*hke to me, whoare ſealed up 
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*co wrath, I tell zou I deſerve it 

ay owa conſcience condemns 

*me, what needeth any otker 

Judge? Chritt cameClaid they ) 

Ron1.2.15-to take away fin,$8 calling fora 
book, they read unto him the. 

Paſſion of Ehrift, and com- 

mg to hisnatling tothe Croſs, 

Spira ſail, © This indeed 1s 

Comfortable 15 ſuch as are E- 

::Ged, but as for me wretch, 

hey are nothing but grief and 

© orment becauſelcoatemned 

(hem. Thus roaring for grief 

and rufling himſclt ” up and 

down upon the bed as hee Jay 

he 1atrested] them to read noe 

wore; As Grivauldys was Com: 

ming t) fee him, Vergerins laid 

to Spira, dear' Sir, here is 

Doctor Gr:baxuldss, z godly & 
faithfu'l frien1 o: yours, come | 
to ſee you. © Hee tz welcome | 
5.{ laid he) Zu he ſhall inde, | 

| me 
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met 3 Grib.auldurs replyed 
Sir, this is but an 1lluſton of 
the Devil!, who doth what he. 
can tovex youz but turn you. 
to Gud with your whole 
heart andd he is ready to ſhew 
you mercy 5 the Lord. you 
know 1s full of. mercy, 1t 1s 
he that hath ſaid, that as ofrer 
as. a ſinner repents of his ſin, he 
mill remember his fins no more. 
Confider this in the Example 
of Perer that was Chrilts fami- 
Har and an Apoſtle , and ;yet 
denxd him thrice with a3 
Oath, and yet God was mercte 
full. vuato bim + Couſfilcr- 
the Thief that ſpent his whole 
life in wickednefle, and for all 
that did not God graciouſly 
reſpect him in the laſt minute 
of hislife? Is theLords hand 
now ſhartced 1hit it cannos: 
"ſave? tu this Spiraanſwered: 


—_— ——_—— ——. 
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I {Peter gr:eved and repented,rt 


was. becauſe Chriſt beheld him 
with a merciful eze : and inthat 


' he was pardoned, it was n6t be- 
'cauſe he wept, but. becauſe Ged 

Was gracious t0 him: but God res 
ſpeFs nor megand therefere I am 
 &. Reprobate ;, Tfeel no comfort 


' can enter into my heart, there's 


place there but only for torments 


and vexings of ſpirit; 1 tell yon. 


my caſe is properly ine own, go 
2141 was ever in the like plight, 
and therefore my eſtate is fears 
full. - 

Then roaring out 1n the bit- 


terneſſe of his fpirit, ſaid, Z's 


a fearfnll thing to. full into the 
hazds of the living God'5'the vie 
olence of his paſſion and acti. 


on ſutable, did amaze many of. 


the beholders? inſomuch as 
fome of them faid with a 


whiſpering voyce, thache was 


pcllelled 
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lol 


polidſed; he over-bearing it, 


ſaid 5 Do you doubt it © 1 have a 
whole Legion of devils that take 


up their dwelling within me,and_ 


poſſeſſe me as their own. and juſt« 


Iy1too, for I bave denied Chriſt. | 
Whether did you that willing- 


ly or not ? (ſaid they. ) That's 
. nothing to the purpoſe ( ſaid Spe 
ra) Chriſt ſaith, Whoſoever de- 


nies me before men, himwill 1 


deny before my Father which 7s in 

Heaven, Chriſt will not be denie 

ed, woe not ina word, awathere« 

. fore it is enough, though in heart 
I wever dewjed him. 

They obſerving his diſteme 

per to ariſe from the ſenſe and 

horror of the pains of Hell, 


asked him Whether he thought 


there were worſe paines then 
what he endured for the pre- 
ſent, he ſaid, © That hee knew 


thoſe 


there were far worſe pains then. 


4 relation of the fearful © 


©the wicked fhall riſe to their 
Judgement, bat they ſhal not 
{and in judgment; this [ trem- 


«hoſe that he then ſuffcred;tor 


Qetothink of yerdoe [defite | 
qocthingmorethen that Imight * 
come to that Place where I 


*may be ſure to fer] the worſt 


©:nd to bee freed from fear of 


worſeto come, 

TI but youare to confiler({aid 
one) that thoſe Opinions for 
which you were 2couled before 
the L2gete, were impious and 
therefore you are not to think 
you .denyed Chriſt, but. rather 
that you confefled him , acs 
knoWledging the io falibJetruth 
of the Cathulicke Church. 
Truly ({31d he} when I did des 
ny thoſe Opinions, I did thinke 
them to bee truc, and yet I did 
ecny them, | 


©&0 to( laid others ) now” 
then: 
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then believe that they are crue, 
Now I aznnot (ſand hee ) God 
illnot ſuffer mes to believe 
them nor tuft in his meroy .. 
<vhat would you have me do ? 
«{ wou'd faine attaine to this 
Gower but cannot thowgh I 
{hould prefently &e burnt for 
ft. But why do you. {aid the 0- 
ther eſteem. this ſo greevious a 
ſin when as the Leara2d Legate 
conſtrained: you to it,, which 
he ſurely would not have done 
if yeur former Opinion: had 
not. been erroneous j- ©, good 
. Franiis, the Devyill beiers ihee 
letnot therefore the grit voul» 
nelle of thy ſinne ( :fazy fich 
be)am3ze thee. You fy right 
( replyed hee } the Div i! 7: 
poſſeft mee and Cer © > 
mee to his Power, 
Loan nenher bolecy. £1. 4 
'pell nor tuftia Cult Þ orcs, 


A relation of the fearful 


«1 have finned againft the huly 
<Gholt, & God by his immuta: 
<Jecree hath bound me over to 
erpetual pumſhment, without 
*ny hopeof pardon. Its truethat 
©he greatneſs offin or the mul- 
&itude of them.not bind Gods 
<mercy,all thoſe Hnsthat in the 
former part of my life I have 
comitted,then did not ſo much 
&+rouble me, for 7truſted God 


© would not lay them to my | 


©<harge-nowhavingfin'dagainſt 
&the holy Ghoſt, God hath ta» 
&en away from me all powerof 


Tepentance; and bringsallmy | 


«ins to remembraneez& guilty 


<f one,guilty of all, And theree | 
fore its nomatter whether my | 


efins be great orſmal,few or ma: 


eny theybeſuch,asChriſts blood | 
norGeds mercy belongs to me | 


*God wil have mercy on whom 
© hee will bave mercy 5 arid 


whon 


ta 
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whom he will he hardn«th , 
his is it that pnaws my heart, 
the hath hardned ma? and I 
find that he dayly more and 
more doth harden me, and 
therefore I am out of hope ; 1 
{eel it therefors cannot but de* 


(pair. I tel] you there was ne-. 


yer {uch a monſter as Tam, ne- 
fverWas any manalive a ſpcCta- 


| Tleofexceeding miſery.l knew 


| 


hat juftification 1s to be expe- 


fed by Chiift, and I denyed” 


Cabjuredit,totheend I might 


| Feep this frail /ife from adver. 
' *ity and my children from 

| werty 2: and now behold how 
'; iter this life is tome and God . 
\, only knows what ſhal become 
" of this my fawily. but ſure noe 
ood 28likely to betide it but 
' worſe and worſe : and ſucha 
' ©rpine atlength as one ſtone - 
hall not be left upon another. . 
Bur. 


y 
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But why ſhculd you (laid Crz. 
bauldus) corceit ſo dueply of 
5 our {19, feeing yc u cannot but 
know, thet mainy have denyed | 
Chriſt, yet nev©: fel] into de: 
ſpair 2 *Wei! 2: ':«) Lean ſee 
* no groun-, © comfort for 
© ſuch, neither can 7 warrant | 
them from Gods revenginy | 
© hand in wrati:zthough it pleas | 
ſeth God yet to ſuffer ſuch to) 
© be in peace:2#4 beſides, there | 
© will atime ofdanger come & | 
*then they ſhall be throvghty 
© tryec38 it it were not ſo : yet | 
* Godis juſt in making meean | 
*cxample tootkers;& 1 cannot | 
juſtly complainez there 1s no | 
uni{hment ſfogreat, but I have 
edeleryedit,for this ſo heinous ? 
© offence 3 Laflure you it is nog 
© \ma] matter to deny Chriſt,& 
*yetit is more ordinary then 
*commonly men do dIcerve of 
<S1tisnot adenial made before'a | 

Magiſtrate 


"op eſtate of Francis Spira. 


Vagiitrate as it is with me for 
© 3s often as a Chriſttzn doth 
© di{lemble the known truths as 
© often as hee approves of falſe 
* worſhip, by preſenting him - 
« ſelfe at it, ſoe often as he hath 
* not things worthy of his cal- 


©}ings or ſuck things as arealthw” 


* worthy of his calling, ſo often 


, | *hedentes Chriſt 3 thus did I, © 


* andtherefore am juſtly pus 
*"niſhed for its Your Eſtate 
(quoth Gribeulgns) isnot fo 
ſtr:nge as fou make it, Job was 
ſo far gone that he complained 
God had fet himas a marke &- 
painſt him, and David that was 
a man after Gods own heart » 
complained often that God 
had forſaken him, and was 
becoms hi; enemy yet both 


received comfort again. Come 


fort your ſelf therefore, God 


'will come at length —_—_ 


__ Avelanon of ine fearfull || 
hee now ſeem farre off. 
O Brother ( anſwered Spira) 

' Tbeliewve all this, the Devils be |\ 
lieve and tremble, but David | 
was ever EleGed and dcarcly be. 
loved of God; and though hee 
ſel. yet God tcok not utterly away 
his holy Spirit, and therefore | 
was heard when he prayed, Lord | 
take not thy holy Spirit from | 
me, but | am in another caſe, | 
being ever accurſed from the pre. | 

ſence of God ; neither can 1 pray | 
as he did becauſe his holy Spirit | 
3s quite gone; and cannot beer | 
called; and therefore 1 huow 1 
ſhall I've in continuall hardneſſe 

fo long as Tlive, 0h that I might 
feel but the leaſt ſenſe of the love 
of God to me, though but for one 

TYmnall moment, arl now feel his 
beavy wrath th:t burns like the 
torments of hell within mee,ard 
afflis wy conſcience with pangs 

| | wnutte \ 
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eſtate of Francis Spuia, 


unnilerable, verily def par ation 
;s hell it ſalf. 
Here Gribanldus ſaid , I doe 


| verily believe Spira, that God 


having ſo ſeverelychaſzifed you 
in this life correeth youin 


| mersy here that bee may ſpare 


you hereafter ard thac he hath 
mercy ſealed up for you in time 
to COM. C. 

Nay ( ſaid Spira ) hence do | 
know th.t Tam a Reprobate, be- 
eanſe hc aff iGeth me with hard- 
neſſa of hoart : Othat my bedy 


| had ſuffired all my life long, [oe 


— 


that he wouldbepleaſed toreleiſe 


my ſoul, and eaſe my conſcience, 

this burdexed Conſcience. 
Gribanldus being defirous to 
eafe his minde from the cnntie 
nuall med'tation of his fannes 
as aHfoe to ſound how for the 
preſent he ſtood aﬀiRed to the 
Romiſh Charch ; asked him 
| what 


£ 
no ——— 


CO T— 


what he thought became ot the 
ſouls of men ſoſpon a they de- 
parted out of the body; to 
which he anſwered. 
*A/though this be not ſofully 
revealed in Scripture yet 1 ve- 


rily beV'eve that the ſoul of the 


Ele go preſently to the King: 
dome ofpglory & not that they 
{ſleep with the body as ſome do 
imagine; 


A relation of the fearefall Go 


| 


Very well ſaid one of the | 
ſpectators, why do the Scripe | 


tures then ſay that God brings 
down to hell and raifeth up » 


ſeeing it cannot bee meant of | 


the eſtate of the ſoul after | 


death which as thou ſaycſt 
either goeth to heaven withour 
change or to hell without Re- 


demption. it muſt bee under 
ſtood of the Eſtate of the ſoul 
Inthis life. Like that wherein 
thou alt at this preſert , 2bd 


ofren 


——— _ 
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| eſtate of Francis Spita, 


— TI—r— —-—_ — CO — 


ohentimes wee lee that Ged 


ſuffers men to fall into the 


jawes of deſpair; and yet rat- 


ſeth them up again & theretore 
deſpair not but hope 5 it fhal be 
even thuswith thee in this good 
time EY | 

This is the work ( quoth Spi- 


ra ) this the labowr 5 for I tell you 


when I at Venice did firſt adjure 


| my profeſſion and ſne as it were 


| drewan Indenturethe Spirit of 


; God often admoniſhed me; and 


| whew at Cittadella 1 did as it ? 


| were ſet #0 ”y ſeal. the Sparit 


| 


| of God of ten ſuggeſted to me doe 


wot write Spira do wot ſcal: yet 


I reſefed the Holy ghoſt and did 
both : andat that very preſent | 
did evidently feel a wonnd in+ 
fiifed in my very will - ſoe als 
though 1 can ſay, 1 wow'd believe 


. Jetear I not ſay 1 will believe. 


Cod hath denied me the power of 
will : 


— a mt mom 
_—— 
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A relation of the feavefall | 


will , and it befalls me inthis | 
my miſerable Eſtite, as with one 
that is faſt in Irons, and his 
friends comming toſoae him, do. 
pity his Eſtate, aud do perſwade | 
him to ſhake off his fetters , and 
to eome out of his bonds, which 
God knows hee would faine dg, 
but cynnot , this is my very caſe,, 
you perſwrae meto balieue, how 
fain winld 1 doit , but cannot. | 
O now) cannot. Then violent | 
ly graſpirg his handes tuge» 
ther, and raiſing himſelfe up, 
| Pehold (ſaid hee) 7 am ſtrong | 
gat by little and (itile I docry and | 
conſuvie, ind my jera'nts would 
fain preſc-ve this weary | fe 
but at lemgth the wil of God muſt | 
be aour, ard ) fhill periſhmiſe« 
rably as". dejerve , Rejoyce yee 
Righteows inthe Lord vicfſedare 
you whoſe hearts the Lord hath 


moilifzed- Y 
_ Then 


— 
= 
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— _effateof Francis Spira* 


hls 


— Then after ſome pauſe 7s © 


wonderful, 7 earneſtly deſire t9 


pray to God with my heart, jets 


cannot, I ſee mydammation, and 
1 know my remedy is onely iz 


 Chrifl; yet l cannot ſet my ſelf to 


hold on it ; ſuch are the puniſh» 
ments of figr ants 5 of ans. - 
fefſe what 1 confeſſe, they repent 
af their loſs of heaven 5 they cart 
nt mend their ways. 


As he was thus ſpeaking,he 


obſerved divers flies that came 
about him, and ſome lighted 
cn him 5 * Behold, ſaid he,now 


 _ alfo*Be!gebub come to his ban» 


quet, you (hill ſhortly 'ee my 
end, andin me an cxampleto 
many, of the Juſtice and Judg- 


_ ment of G OD, 


Ahour this ture came m 
two Biſhops, vith diverſe 
: -C Scholars 


5 


A relation of a fearful 


Schollers of the Uauwcriiy, 4. 
one of them being Parnins Vere . | 


gerius, having oblerved Spirg 


| more then any other, becing | 


continually converſant with . 
'him - told him his Eſtate was 
| par as rather ood in need of 
_ Fore defired him topray with 
- himin the Lords prayer; Spira 
confeitited, and he began. 
T Our Father which art in hea- 
ven 7 then breaking forth into. 
tears he ſtopped; but they ſaid 
It is well your grief is a good 
ſign. <I bewail ( ſaid he ) my 
miſery, for 7 perceive 1 am 
forſaken of Gnd and cannot 
call to him from my heart 


rayer then advice.and theres ' | 


as I was wontto doe; yet let. # 


us £0 On ſaid Yergerixe. 

Thy Kingdom comeJO Lord | 
C faid Spire) bring me alſointo 
_tbis kmgdome 3 1 beſeech _ 4 
| nut 


—_ efate of Francis Spira* 


ſhut me'nct out, Thenco 
iog to thoſe words | Give us 
this day ourdayly breadJhe ad- 
ded-*O Lord I have enougt 8 
abundance to feed this carkille 
of wine 3 but there is ano her 
bread I humbly beg, the bread 
of thy grace, * without which I 
know I am but a dead man. 
Lead usnot into temptation 
{ecing Dord that Iam brought 
;nto temptaticn,he!p mpi.ord 
that] may eſcape 5 the © ne my 
hzth overcome, help me I be= 
ſeech thee * to Overceme this 
crue]] Tyrant. 


Theſe things he ſpake with a 


mouryful yoice,the tearstrick - 
ling down abundar th ; and ex- 
preſſing ſuch 2ffettions & paſ- 
fien as turned the towels of 


thoſe there preſent, with greit 


>-and cempur<Ction ; they then 


tuming to Spire faids Yeu 


C2 KEOW 


- 


| Arelation of a fearful "9" = 
know that none cancall Chriſt 
' Teſys the Lord, but þy the holy 
Ghoſt : you muſt therefore 
-|think of your ſelf, accprding to 
'that soft affection, which you 
expreſic in your prayers,infere 
aing thereby thatGod hath not - 
wholly caſt you oft or bereav- 
ed you of his spirit utterly. 

'© I perceive, ſaid Spira, thatl | 
call on him to my eternal dam-. 
vation,for Ttell.you again, it is 

1a new and unheard of exams 
" ple that youfindin mee; ./t 
Fas (ſaid they) bad but outs 
lived bis days which by nature 
_ he might have done, he might 
have repented , and .Chriſt 
would have received him to 
mere33 and yet he finned moſt 
grievouſly agianft his Maſter 
which did ſo efteem of him, as 
 tohonovur him with the dignity .. 
of an Afoſtle,and did —_— 

| an 


eftate of Francis pira 


and teed him, Hee an{Wercd, 
Chriſt did alfo feed and ho--.. 


nour me, neither yet is my 


fauit oneJot© leffe then that of : 


hisz becauſe it is noe more 
honour to be perſonally pres 
fentwith Chriſt in the flefh , 


then to bein his preſence now | 


by illumination of his holy 


Spirit and befides I denie that 


ever Jude: dould have repens 
ted how long ſoever hee had 
livedz- for grace was quite ta-- 


kenfrom him, as it is now 


from mes 


Oxpira,faid they,you know : 
youarem a ſpiritual deſertion, - 


you--zult therefore tiot betieve 
what Satan ſuggefts, hee wag 
ever a Liar from the beginning 


and a meer Impoftor, and wil. 


caſt a thouſand lymg fancies 


Into your mind, to beguile yon* = 
, withall 3 you muft rather bee- | 
| C3a- lievs- 


<< > 


_— —_ = 


ko A Relation of a feareful 


evel ithoſe whom you judge to 
be1a a good eſtate, and more 
able todiſcerne of you then 
your ſeif: believe us, and wee 
tel! youthat God. will be mer- 
ciſul unto you, 

*Oh here is the knot (ſaid 
Spire) I would 1 could believe, 
but | cannot. q 

Then he began to reckon up 
What ſearfal dreams and viſions 
he was continually troubled 
withall - that he ſaw the divels 
eome flacking into the chams 
ber, andabout his bed tevrify= '* 
ing him with ſtrange noyſes, | 
that theſe werenoet fancies, but 
that he ſaw them as really, as 
the ftar ders by :- and that bes 

fides theſ: outward terrors, he 
felt continually a racking tor- 
ture of his minde, and a conti- 
nuall butchery of his Conſci» - 
ence 5. being the very proper 


' pangs | 


ow Ones en gg Pr OT > er 1 VR” 


”, mms . 
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nel}. | 


Caſt away theſe fancies ( (aid 
Gribinldus ) theſe are but i!» - 


lufions : humble your ſelfe in 
the preſence of God, and praiſe 
him. © The dead praiſe nct 


the Lord (:anſwered he ) nor © 
they that go down into the 
pit 3: wee that are drowned 1n-. 
deſpair are dead, and already 
onedown'into the pitz what 
ell can there bee worſe then 
deſparation 3- or what greate - 
er puniſhment 2? the gnaw-- 
ing worm, unquenchable fire, . 
horror, confuſion, and (which: ' 
is worſe then all ) deſparation- 
it ſelf continually tottures mee = 
aad now I countmy preſent 
eſtate worſe, then it my foul 


ſoparated from my body 


—were with Judas and the reſt 
_ ofthedamned., and therefore, 
C 34: 5 now 


- eftate of F rancisSpira +5 ol 
| pangs of the damned wights in 


o- 


—— ——— 
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| MOEEDE 


Gow dclirc rather tobe there 
then thus to live tn the body. 
Oae being preſent repeated 
certain words out of Plalmes 
xt. thy Children forſake my 
Law and walk not in myJudg- 


- ments; I will vifit their cranſ- 


w T6 
* s 


grefſions with rods. and their 
iniquity with ſtripess  never- 
theleflz my loving kindneffs 


wil not utterly eakefrom them - 


nor ſuffer my faithfulneſle to 
failemark this O Spira, my Co- 
venant I wil not break, 
Theſe promiſes(ſaid Spire) 
belong onely to the Elctt 
which if tempted, may fall 10? 
to fin, butareagain lifted up 
and recovered out : as the 
Prophet faiths though he fall, 
hee ſhall nor bee utterly caſt 
down, forthe Lord uphold- 


eth him, therefore Peter could _ 


riſe for he was elected, but 
OE... 


eſt are of Francis Sprra, 's 
| the reprobate Whan they tals 
} cannot riſe again, as appeare 
' in Cain, Sal aud Judas; God. * 
- dealesone way. with the Elects: 
 andariother with Re probates: ' 
Thenext day he prayed with. 
them in the Latin tongue, and 
| thatwithexcellent affeftion,as 
_ outwardly appeared;leſſed be 
God, ſaid UVergerins, theſe are. 
; noſignsofeternall reprobati- 
on;you muſtnot, O Spire ſeck 
| out the ſearet counſels of Gods. 
- elcQion and reprobation ; for. 
 no'tnan can know, ſo long as 
| keelives, whether by his good 
| orbad deeds, he be worthy ot 
Gods love oranger, doeyon. 
not know that theProphet Da. 
vid complained that- God had 
" caſtoff his ſoul; | 
—-I know all this, quoth Spira, 1 
' Know the wercies of God are ins 
| finite'& lo ſurpaſſe the fins of 


" rhole 
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whale world,and that they areef- 
feGnal to all that believe, butthis | 
faith, and this hope is the gift of ſ 
 Ood:0 that he would giveit me! 
but it is as im1poſſble as to drink 
wp the Sea at a draught : As for 
that of Soloman, if he had ever 
and that which / feel by wofull 
experience, he would never have 
Spoken 4s he did;but the traih is 
never had mortall man ſuch an 
evident experience of Gods an- 
ger and hated againſt hin, a T 
haye 3 you that are in _good 
eftate,thinkrepentante and faith. 
80 be work of great facility: and. 
therefore you thinke it an eafb | 
matter 10 perſwade a man to | 
liew :the whole need not the phys » 
Cigar and be that is well can [00n- 
give comnſel to ſuch as are ill:but 
#his is the hell to me, my heart is _. 
haxdaed, 1Icannot believe many TE 
are oalled bur few are choſen, | 


ho) 
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ft ave of Francis Spira, ©—@—= 55 
Upon what ground 1aid 
' they doyou conceive ſo ill an” * 
| opinion'of your'ſelf. 
| *lonce did know God tobe © 
my Father, not onely by crea» +. 
tion, but by Regeneration; I 
knew him by his beloved 
| Sonne the Authorand Finiſher 
ef our ſalvation 3-I could pray 
to him, and hope for pardon 
_ of fins from him-; I had ataſte 
of his {weetneſlz,peace& com- 
fortz now contrarily, I'know- 
GoJ nat as aFather,but as an: 
enemie; what more ? my hear: 
hates God, and ſeekes'to g=t 
above him,Thave- nothing elſe 
 roflietobutterror and:dilpair. 
4 - Belikeyouthink then ſaid 
| they that thoſe who have the 
earneſtand firſt fruits of God's 
Spirit may not withſtanding fall * 
[3 away. by ; ; 
; » The Judg1nents ofGol are « 
of EO deep 


% 


 - A relation of the. fearfall 


deep abyſs, ſaid he, we are Toon | 
drowndif weenterintothem,he | 
that thinks he ftandeth ler him 
take heed left he fall ; as form 
ſelf F know 1 am fallen bac 
and that | once did know the 
truth, though it may nat be ſo 
thsoughly,1 know not what to 
fay, but that I am one of that 
number.whichGod hath threa» 
ned 09 tear in pIeces. 


Say not fo, anſwered they. . | 


' for God may come though at 
the laſt hour keep hold there» 
fore at theleaſt by hape, 


This, quoth he, ts my caſc, 1. 


tel you Icannnot,God hath de- 
prived me of hope, 'this brings : 
terror to my minds and Punes 
this bodie .which. now is foe 
weak as it cannot perform the: 
feveral! Offices thereof. for as 
the Ele have the Spirit teſti-«. . 
fying that they ars the ſons ” Y 
'G cd 


LY 


eftate of Francis Spira-. 
Gad, ſothe Reprobares, EVE 


while they live do often feel al 


worme in their conſciences, 


' whereby theyare eqn 


already : & therefore as 1 per-( 
ceived this wound inflited | 


 onmymindand will, 1 knew 
that I wanted thegifts of ſa, 


oc & that I was utterly 
undon, God chaſtneth his 
children with temporary affli- 
ions, that they may corne as 
eld out ofthe fire, but puniſh« 


bn the wicked with blindnefle 


in their underftandings & hard- 
neſle of hearc.& wo be to ſugh- 
from whom God takes his holy + 


Spirit. 


Here one rebuked him, and © 


ld him hee gave too much 


| ereditto ſence, that he was nor 


to believe himfelfe, but rathcr 
. kimchacwitina voadeſhare; ; and! 
, ktfieroyou (ſaid he)rhar Godwill 


y . & merciful ro you Nay 


Mm 5] 


Arelation of the fearful _ 
Nuy anſwered he, for becanſe 
Tam inthis WI eſtite, therefore | 
can I believe nothing but whit is | 
evonirary to my ſalvition and 
comfort 3 but you that are ſo con» | © 
fident of your good Eſtate, looke 
that it be true, fort is mo ſuch | \ 
ſmall matter tobe afſuredof ſin- | 
cerityy « man had need be excee» | 
ding firongly grounded in the | ' 
{ 

] 


_—— 


— 


truth, __ he cars be able to of- (| 
firye ſuc a raabter as you 20 do 
dt is nocthe perform ce of a few 
outward duties but a mighty cow 
flaxt labour with all intention of * 
heart and affeFion; with full 
| re andendeauour continual | 
lyto ſet forthGods glory j there | 
_ #xſt-be neither fear of Legators, 
Inquiſitors,priſons,oor anydeath 
whetſoever ; many thinke them- © 
ſelves. hippy that are not itis* | 
e83t every one that ſaith iLords 
Lord, that ſo;ll goto heaven, | 
They / 


io 


| 


oo 
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"eftate of Francis Spira: 


' " They.came another day,and 


found himwith his eyes ſhut, 
as if he had been drowrie and. 


| very loth to diſcourſe 4 at- 
., -whichtime there came in alſoa- 


grave manfromGCittede/a,who 


| demanded of gpira, if he knew - 


him or not. He lifting up his 
eye-lids, and not ſuddenly re- 
membring him, the man faid 
to himygl am Preebyter dntonie 
Fontamia, 1 was With you at 
Uexice ſome 8, weeks fince 5 
© Ocurſed day, ſaid Spira ! O 
curſed day 7 Oh that I had 
never gone thither | Would. 
GodI had thenfyed. 


\,, - Aﬀterwardscame in a Prieſt, 
\ 


called Bernardinus Sardowins, 
briaging with him a book of 
Exorciſms to conjure this dee 

vell 9. whom when 8pira flaw, 


_ | > flakinghic hxad he (aid - 
| * damvert y perſwaded indeed 


_ £ 2s 
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&hat God hath left me to the | 
<power of the divel - but ſuch | 
«they arc, as are not to bee | | 
Found - in your Letany 3 nei- | ' 
ther will chey bee caſt out by | 
«ſpells. The Prieſt proceeding 
in his intended purpoſe, with a. 


firanpe uncouth'geſture, and & 
loud voice,adjured the ſpirit to' 
come ifto $p7r e's torigne, & to! 
anſwer: Spirederiding hisfruit- | - 
lefſe labour,with a ſigti, turned! | 
from him,a Biſhdp being tkere | 
prefent, faid to Spiraz brother, | 
God hath put*+ virttie into the 
Word and: Sacraments;and we | 
have uſed the Gae micanis, and | 
fadnotthat effet ' which wee | 
defires ſhall we try the efficacy 
afthe Sacrament2ſorely ifyou = 
take it, as a 'true Chriſtian! 
Qught- to receivethe body and' 
blood of Chriſt, it will prove*, | | 
>ſ{overaiga medicine for your = 
fxcls fon, -- Thy. -* 


ROLE eftate of Francs Spirs. 


_ «This I cannot do(anſwered 
he) for they that have no right 
to the promiſes, have no right 
tothe ſeals. The Euchariſt 


| was appointed onely for belie- 


vers, if we have not faith, wee 
eat & drink Judgement to qQur 
ſelv, receiv'd it abowur a menth 
fiace, but I did not welinſo dan - 
ingzfor Itook it by conſtraint,& 


| ſoltookit to my deeper cons 
| damnation-- 


Here YVergerige began to im- 


| Pportune him earnelily to be. 


| 
| 


4 
_ | 


| - warethat hee did not wilſully 
| reliſt grace, and put himſelfe 
out of heavens chargeing 


hian 
vehemently, by all the Love 
| that was between them, by the 


| | love that he bare to his-chil, 


| dren, yea to his owne ſoul 3 
that he would ſet bimſelf ſeri- 
oully toreturg to that Faith 
pur hope, which oacehe had: 


——_ * OS  IoISIny ee ers . 
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A relationof the fearful Hy "A 
1n the de: th of Chriſt + with re 
many ſuch hike words. $pirs | 4 
having heard much of the like | th 

| matter formerly 5 and bcing | bu 

_ ſomewhat moved , ſaid, You | #0 

_ do but zepeat, UVergerivs, what | is 

. ſhould I hope?why ſhould | be- | ae 
"liefGod hath taken faith from | bo 
# mezfhew me thenwhitherIſhal | ye; 
o, fhew mea Hiven whereto mi 
ſhall retire. You tell me of | ke 
Gods mercy, when as God hath | gr 
caft me offzyou tel me ofChriſts | #o 
interceſhon,l have denied him | ta 
you comand m= to believe, I ſay | lig 

[ cannot ,you bring me no com- | 60 

fort, your comand js as impoſ- bo 

fible for me to obey as to keep 1s 

Moral! Law, if you ſhould per- | me 

fivade one to loveGod with) all ' of 

his heart, ſoul 8 Rrength and | 

God gives him not power, can | 

he perform your defire? Do.net | 

the Churchceach us ts fing, 0 be 
re@ 


—— ——— 


| — eftateof Francis Spire. _, 63 | 
"| reft nr, 0 Lord to love thy Cone 
4 | mendemen':: hypocrites [ay that 
e (| they loveGod with all their heart 
3 | but they yes for my part 1 wil 
u | #otlye, but tcll you plainly, ſuch 
t | is my ciſethat though you ſhould 
- | wever {o much importune meeto 
n | bope or believe, though I defirc'it 
| | get |.carmot, for Cod as « puniſh. 
) | ment of my myony hath ta» 
f | hew away from me all his ſaving 
1 | grace;faith,bope and all : 1 aw. 
| not the man therefore that you 
| | take me forgbelike you think 1 de- 
| | light im this Eſtate, if 1 could 
| conceive but the leaſt {park of 
| bopeof a better Efiate hereafter, 
I would not refſe to exdlure the 
, woſt -heavie weight of the wrath 
4 if that great Godzyea, for wwenty 
thouſand year ,ſo that | might at 
lexgth attaine to the end of that 
wiſery, mbich I now know will 
bee eterwll, but I tellyow, my 
-| | will 


| 


= 


64. A relationof the fearful 2 
wil is wound, who longs mon 
_ tobdeliev, then I do#bat all the 
arr of hope is gone 
0 


r ifthe Teftimonies of hoh 
Scripture be true ' ( as they ire la 
certainly true)is n#t this as true|for 
whoſoever derries mes befote|!P* 
men, him,/eifÞE&drife, will deny Sal 
before my Father which is hes | 
venis not this juſtly my cafe «| 
if it hid bin” ineeaded agatnft 
this very perſon of mine? And |t! 
I pray y ou'what fhil becameof | 
ſuch as Chriſt denyeth, ſeeing 
there is ao other Name undet |9* 
heaven whereby you look-to | 
be fayed? What faith St." Panl | 
tothe Hebrews > It is impoſh+ |: 
ble for thoſe why were once \ 
_ enlightned,&have taſtedof the! | ® 
heevenly pife,& were partakets |Þ 
of rhe holy Ghoſt,if they fall a. | ® 
al 
yi 


way, to be renewed to repen: | 
tances-what can be more plain |!. 
againſt ) 
| 


eflite of Francis 'Spua, 


___ — me? Is not that Seripture 


rue «/for f j«dgement,the Scripture 
Ofe ſpeaks of me,S.Puv! meets me, 


1; | wey of rigtceoulacfleythn af- 
1d the hol zCommandment,* t had 


of | been better? had not krow, & 
Y: om then my condernnatica had 


; | [way juſtly expeRt mot one'y 
# , damnation, but worſe if wor 


ment 6f my fin, and make me 


your ſakes. 


the |2ſo31f we fin willfully after. we. 
nec (have received the = Areril of. 
oh truth,there remaineth nomore 

«+ ſacrifice for ſin, bur a looking. 


ny $ainc Peter tell: me,ithad been 
eds better I had never knowne the. 


1 [ter I have &nown, to turn from. 


en moſt certain 3 do you not. 
o |. ſee evidently , that Theve wile 
4 fully denied the known truth 5 


p ' may be imagine.God will bave 
mee undergoe the juſt puniſh 


4, example 'of his wrath for 
ty... =. 


7 
es 
L 


A rel.:110n ofthe Tearefalf Y | 


"-"The Ccn-poty pretenrttg a0 
mired bis diſccurſce, ſo prie'| 10 


was not fret-zey or miCnefle | C1 
th at had pc: Fed Him, ind bee | fi 
ing as it were in2Cmor-ticn of | G 
his Eſtate, $pirs prcceeded ae | ! 
gain in this manner, © Toke, Y« 

ced to your ſelves, it 1snoe | © 
light or e: fie watter to beea | '! 
Chriftian, it is not Faptiſme th 
or reading of. the Scriptures, | q 
or boaftirg of faith in Chriſt | ' 
though even theſe are good-| 3 
that can prove one to bee a ; 
abſolute Chrifiian , you know h! 
what 1 ſaid befcre, there | ** 
myſt beea conformity in life. K 

A Chriſtian muft bee firong Ty 
->uneonquerable, not carrying | 

an 


d- 


to 


4 


f 


ee nn Re OW 
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an obſcure : profe Gi 10 "but Te= 
ſolute « exprefling the image of 
& Chriſt, and hoiding owt againft 
all oppolii1en to the lafi wreck 
' he muft give al! ciligerce, =, 
| Righteouſnifle ard holinefie, 
| to make his calling and eleQi-_ 
cn ſure3 mepy there are that 
| ſwatch at the promiſes in the 
Goſpe!, as if chey undoubted- 
| by did kelovg to them, and 
; yet they remais Nugegiſb, . end 
oareleſle, ar.d being f [ttered by 


| the th of this preſent was 


they paſſe in their courſe.im 
| CEOS and ſecurity, as if 
cy were the one'y happ 

men;5 whom nb 
| the Lord in hi: providence 
hath ordaia'd to eternal Wwrathz 
| as you may ſee in Saint Lukes 
Rich Man. Thus it was with 
meg Therefore take ye 
| bred. .: 
ROS bo Then 


r 65 © A relation of the fearefull Mn | 
" Fhen came one of his Net | 
Phews, and cffered him ſome 
ſuſtenance , which he difdain- 
fully refufing, ſo moved the } 
young mans choller, that hee || 
charged him with hypocriſie & | 
diſlimulztion, or freray; to | 
whomgpire gravely anſwerisg, [ 
faid, 
You may interpret the mat- 
teras you will - but Iam fſurel 
am not opely the Acor, but | 
the Argumene and matterof | 
the Tragidy 3 I would it were | 
frenzy either fained or true,for © | 
if it were - frenzy 1could putit 
off at pleaſure; if it werea rc-* | 
all frenzy, yet there were ſcme 
| hopeleft ofGods mercy,where 
as now there its pone. Por. | 
Iknow God hath pronoun: | 
ced me an enemy,and guilty of | 
bigh treaſon againſt his Maje- | 
fy; 7ama caft-away, a vallall | 
of 


—— - — -- 


ſhould teach you fear andterror - 
Bot it natural to thefleſh,either 
ont ofmaliceorign:ranceytoſpeak 
perverſly of the works of God 
The natural man diſcernethnotef 
the things that are of God,becanſe 
| theyare ſpiritually diſcerned. 
How can this be (ſaid Grz. 
bauldus ) that you can thusex- 
| cellently diſcourſe of the judg- 
| ments of God, and of the gr:= 
| ces of his holy Spirit, that you 
* finde the went of them, {and 
earneſtiyd-fire them; andgyct 
you think you are utterly de» 
, privegdot them» 
| Take this for cer tain({aithhe) 
| wap! the main grace of all, and 
| #h1t which zs abſolutelyneceſſary 
and God doth many times: xtort 
o 7) 10 Sf 


- wn STA A l 
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 Arelation of a fearful © 
oft true ard ſtrange teſtimonies 
 Of- {5s i jeſrre, juſtice and merciez 
yen, eut of the monthes of very 
reprobates for com Judas, after 
ve had betraied his Miſter , was 
conſtrained to confeſs his fim, &- 
io juſtifie the innocrncy of Chriſt, 
ans therefore if 1 do the like, it 
is no ncw or ſtrange matter, God 
h.i:h taken faith from me, On left 
210 01her COm0N 22% » for my 
deeper condemnation : Py how 
»yuch the more T apes. rg 
i had,and hear ollurs di ſconN(e 
»fwhat they have.by ſo mach the 
move is mmy torment, inthe/1 
how what Iwant,and ho-ihere 
75 no wy 1o be relieved, 

i hus {pake he, the tears all 
ihe while trickling down 5 
grof fling that his pangs were . 
ſuch, as that the damned 
weights in hell endure not-the 
/tkeiiery ; that his eſtate was 

worle 


— wh” 


— 


e "late of ra: 1Cis $p1 Ira 
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worſe —_ tnatof Coz or FPE 

eas, and therefore he detirec, 

toGIe, Tet bei. WAL Id (faith ha $ MATH 
nl; #5” 


Script Ares Are } 7/1) a 10 33e 
they ) ſpall defrre t0 clic, ax#7 veal) 


hall fly fron them. ARS v ery, 


he ſeemed exceedingly to {eor, 
feaſt his I.feo frou'd bee drawn 
our toalonger thred 3 and 
finding n0 ele orrffif,cyer ang 
azOn,.: fd Cut O #7 'iſeruble 
wretch,0 miſeravie wrotcir, tin 
turning to the Con * LY 5 
he beſought them 1n this man» 
ner; 

O Brethren ! take a diligent 
heed to your life 5 make more ac» 
ccunt of the, gifts of God 5 Spirit 


""—I_ 


thea 1have doneslearn to beware 


#1 muſerysthink no! yeu are aj- 


ſured Chriſtians, becauſe you ux- 
derſland ſomething of the Goj 'pel; 
take hz ed yon grow not ſecure on 


that ground; be conſtant and ix. 
D 2: 110veeble 


LA 


 2elation of 2 exrefu! 
moverble in the maintenance of | 
your profeſſron : Comfeſs ever un- 
til deathif you be called thereto 
He that lovetb father, mother, 
brother, fi fern, ſons, 4 nghters, 
kindred, hon/es,lands more then 
Chriſt is nol worthie of hire, 


Theſe words ( ſaid they ) do 


notſound like the words of a 


wicked Reprobate. 

1 do but here imitate ( faith 
Spira ) the rich Gluttens in the 
Goſpel who though in he'l,zet was 
careful, thay his bethres ſhontd 
got comets that place of torment: 
and 1 jay to you Brethren, take 


need of this :i{erable eſt.te 


whercin 7 49: 
Then turning himfelfto CCI» 


tain young men that were pre= 


fent, he defired them to cons 
ceivehim aright.*Idonot ſpeak 
his to derogate from the cer 


*tainty of aviag faith, and the 
promiſes 


_ 
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| * > — © REST Oy ; 
eſt are of Francs Stars, | 


prointtes ui the Gotpel, tor 
they are molt ſure 5 bnt take 
heed of relying on that 
*faith that works not a he- 
1y & unblameadie lite, worthy 
fof a believer; credit me it will 
fail, l have tried it, preſumed I 
had gotten the right faith31 
(preached it to others, I had all 
laccs of Sctipture in m.enory 
«at might flupportit,l thought 
ny ſelt tute, and in the mean 
time living impioufly & Care - 
Celly, behold, now the juige- 
nents of God have overtaii 
me ; not to correftion, but to 
Ccndemnation : and now yo. 
Gonid have me to believe, but 
5 Wili not be,for I fell too late 
hat good things belong oniy 
Co fuch as are g00d, W hoſe figs 
fare covered with Chrits death 
vand blood, as with a vail, and 


puard: <d \ with his righteous 
a InErits 


. 4 relation of the fearfall 


a 


*metits from the flood ef Gods 


wrath, even as with a mighty 
yall, leaſt miſerable mortals 
hould be ſwallowed up with 
&reatneſle of their f1a - but as 
for me, 1 have as 1t were, w1l- 
Tully with my hands pulled 
own this Rampire , behind 
cyhich 1 might have reſted in 
*{1fety, and now are the {wel+ 
©1ng waters Come even tO my 
*{cul, and I am caſt away. 

One of his familiar friends 


chanced to ſay, That certainly 


he was overcome with melJan- 
cholly, which being over. heard 
Spire anſwered. 
well, be it jo, ſceing you will 
needs have it [u5thus alſo is God's 
wrgth manifeſted againſt me, in 
that he _ ra me the 
 wſe +f mine Underſtanding and 
Reajon,ſo asIcan neither » ightly 
eſtcemand jndg of my diſtemper, 


or 


— 


— © P 


'8 fearfwl thing is it,to be near @&+ 


ſeriouſly conſider thereof. O that 


ſeorn the threats of the moſt cru» 


. weapon. or other, violently to 


eftate of Francis Spira, 7 
or hope of redmeay :You ſee Bre 
threw, what a angerous thing [it 
:1, to ſtop or ſtay in things {that 
concern Goals glorys eſpeczally to 
diſſemble upon any terms © What \ 


| 
1 


almoſt a Chriſtian?Never was the! 
like example to this of mine,and. 
thereforegif you be wiſe, you will 


God would let looſe bis bend 
from me , that it were with me\ 
wow as in times paſt, I would. 


el Tyrants, bear torments with ins. 
vixciblc reſolution, and glory in 
the outward profeſſion of Chriſt. 
till ] were chaaked inthe flame, 
& my b1dy conſumed to aſhes. 

ou ſay you are deſperate 
O Spira ! ſaid they)! why then 
do you not firive with ſome 


make an end 6: yeur lile, as 
D 4 deſperate 


"i relation of the fear _— 


deſperate men ute todo? Let 
me have a ſword { (aid Spira ) 
Why what would you do with 
ft (quoth they )? 7 cannot tell 
you ( laid he) what this minde 
world 920ve me to, upor occaſion, 
nor what I wonld do. 


T hey perceiving ſmall effect. 


of all this their laboar, but ra- 
thert hart he grew worie , For 
the avoiding of conceurle of 


people 3 for every day feldome 


fewer then twenty continued 
with him, and to ft»5p the 
oourle of fame , wiich v:s 
eontlaually blown abroad of 
kim3 they conſult to carry him 
back again into his own Coun, 
try 3 and thyſe his friends 
that came to comfort him, be« 
gan to take their leaves of him, 
Yergerius among't the refit, re- 
quired that at their parting 
*he- ihe nr together with 

him 
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—_ of Francis Spira. 77 
him, Spirs hardly conſented, E 
andas unwillngly performed] 

For he ſaid , Ay heart is 
f eſtranged from God, 1 canzst; 
| call him Father from my heart ; 

i all good tmotions are now quite 

' gone, my heart is full of male. 
diffion , hatred and b:aſphery 
againſt God : I finde 1 grow 
more and more hardned in heart, 
| and cannot itoop nor help my ſelf 
f Youp praters for me ſhall turn to 

| Jour own benefir, they can do we 
29 good, 

 Pergerins*came to take his 

| leaveof him, whom Spirg em... 

bracing, ſaid, Althowgh I know 
that nothing can bring any benes 
N fit to me a Reprobate ; but that 
| every thing ſhall tewd to my deep- 
| 


—_—_— 


er condermmatjion : yet 1 give you. 
moſh hearty thanks,for your hind 
office of love and good will 5 
and the Lord return it unto 
0 yon. 


Wa.” -- —_ — 


nn DD 


78 A relation « /f'rhe e fearful © 
| youth a plentifall excreaſe of | 
ail good, 

The next day beipg brought 
down to his intended journy, . 
by the way looking round 
2bout him with a gh3ſtly look, |\ 
he ſawa knife lying on at: ible, 
ro wiich he running haftil;, 
jnaiched hold of, as intending 
tomilchick nunielk 5 but his 
friends laying ho'd ot him, 
ſtopped him 1a his purpoſe : | 
whereupon wich indignacion | 
he ſaid, 1 would I were gbove | 

God \ for I haow he will hane no 
Mercy 02 me 

Fhns want: he homewards, 
often ſaying, that hee eavied 
the condition of Cain and ju 
das : He liy about eight weeks | 
m this caſe, in a continual | 
burning, neither deſiring, oor 
recelving any thing but by 
vey; and that without dilpe- 


ſtion- + 


"” 
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ftion ſo ſpent, that he ap- 


dl __ 


ejtate of Francis Spina, 


peared a perts Qt Anatomie: 
expr: {ſing to the view nothing 
but faews and bones: vehes 
me::tly raping ict drink, ever 
ping, yet fearfin! to live loagy, 
dreadful of Hell, yet coveting 
death, in 2 continual torment, 
yet lis own tormentor» And 
thus conſuming himfelf with 
orief and horror, impatience 
and de{pair, hke a living man 
in Hell 3 he repreſented an 
extraordinary example of the 
juftice and power of Gods 
And thus ( as fr as appeareth) 
within a few dates after 'Wis 
arrival at his own home, hee 
Geparted this preſeor life Yet 
an o©CC1ion to make us remene 
ber, That ſecret ihings bel-ng.- 
urto the Lord our God, but 
charity to man, to teach hig 
to hope 21! things, ED 

EINIS. £155 


— — 


